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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1943. 


The  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the 
Borough  of  Godaiming. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  of  Godaiming  for  the  year  1943. 

The  Report  is  of  necessity  less  comprehensive  in  scope 
than  in  pre-war  years,  but  is  based  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

It  is  satisfactory  that  in  this  fourth  complete  year  of  War 
the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  has  been  small, 
although  there  was  an  epidemic  of  mild  influenza  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year.  There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  over  70  per  cent,  of  all  children 
under  14  had  been  immunised.  It  is  generally  accepted  as  a 
fact  that  immunisation  of  75  per  cent,  of  the  children  of  a 
town,  if  maintained,  results  in  the  disease  being  stamped  out. 
It  is  reasonable  therefore  to  expect  that  this  happy  state  of 
affairs  may  be  reached  in  Godaiming  in  the  near  future. 

Generally  speaking,  the  vital  statistics,  especially  the 
infantile  mortality  rate,  compare  favourably  with  those  of  the 
Country  as  a whole,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Godaiming 
must  be  regarded  as  an  extremely  healthy  place  in  which  to 
live. 


I should  very  much  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  help  I have  received  from 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and 
from  Mr.  Warner  and  other  members  of  the  staff. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  M.  ERSKINE  YOUNG,  M.D., 

•Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1943. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (acres),  2,393. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1st  April,  1943),  according  to 
the  rate  books  ; 3,869. 

Rateable  value  : £119,942. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate:  £482. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Live  Births — 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

( 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Total  ... 

...  239 

124 

115  ' 

) of  the  estimated 

Legitimate 

...  218 

1 11 

107  ^ 

) resident  popula- 

Illegitimate 

....  21 

13 

8 i 

( 

^ tion,  15.70. 

''  Rate  per  1,000  total 

Still  Births  ... 

9 

3 

6 ' 

(live  and  still) 
births,  40.32. 

Still-birth  Rate  per 
1,000  population, 
0.59. 


Deaths 


153  77 


76 


Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  popula- 
tion, 10.10. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : None. 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  ; — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  37.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  32.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  09.5 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  17 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  3 


The  Minister  of  Health  directs  that  for  security  rea.sons 
the  actual  population  figure  must  not  appear  in  Annual  Reports 
for  this  year,  but  it  can  be  stated  that  it  differs  very  little  from 
that  for  1942. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  births  was 
less  than  in  1942  (239  as  compared  with  2(>1),  giving  a birth 
rate  slightly  below  that  of  the  national  figure.  The  still-birth 
rate  of  0.59  is  below  that  of  last  year  (0.04),  but  above  that 
for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  153  deaths — nine  more  than  the  previous 
year — but  the  death  rate  of  10.1  is  considerably  below  that  for 
all  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  less  than  for  Codalming  in 
1941.  As  is  usual  throughout  the  country,  the  largest  num- 
ber of  deaths  was  caused  by  Heart  Disease,  but  there  was  a 
satisfactory  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  attributable  to 
Cancer.  The  smaller  number  of  deaths  due  to  \holence — 
chiefly  road  accidents — as  compared  with  pre-war  years  may 
perhaps  give  cause  for  thought  for  the  future.  It  is  satis- 
factory that  there  is  no  death  due  to  childbirth,  and  the  infan- 
tile mortality  rate,  which  is  generally  accepted  as  a sensitive 
index  of  the  healthiness  of  an  environment,  although  above 
the  figure  for  the  previous  year,  remains  substantially  less  than 
for  the  whole  country. 

Apart  from  Pneumonia,  no  deaths  were  attributable  to  the 
usual  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the  Year  1943.  Provisional  Figures. 


The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  : 

per  1,000  Total  Births  ...  Puerperal  Sepsis — 0.39  Others — 1.45  Total — 1.84 

A dash  ( — ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 
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Cause  of  Death. 

M. 

1943. 
All  Ages. 
F. 

Total 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

T uberculosis — ^Pulmonary 

4 

2 

6 

Non-Pulmonary 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

7 

10 

17 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

5 

8 

13 

Heart  Disease  ... 

13 

22 

35 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

4 

9 

13 

Bronchitis 

2 

4 

6 

Pneumonia 

.5 

5 

10 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Stomach  or  Duodenum  Ulcer 

.5 

— 

5 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

.5 

— 

5 

Nephritis 

1 

— 

1 

Premature  Birth 

3 

1 

4 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

1 

4 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

3 

3 

6 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

All  Other  Causes 

11 

4 

15 

77 

76 

153 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. — These  remain  unaltered,  the 
Council  paying  for  swabs  sent  by  practitioners  from  necessi- 
tous cases  living  in  the  Borough  for  examination  for  diphtheria 
infection  and  for  sputa  examined  for  tubercle.  Material  is 
sent  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Surrey 
County  Hospital,  Guildford,  where  the  necessary  forms,  etc., 
for  practitioners’  use  are  available.  Water  samples  are  sent 
to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Gidea  Park. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. — For  non-infectious  and  acci- 
dent cases  the  well-equipped  motor  ambulances  of  the  Godai- 
ming Division  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  are  available 
and  staffed  by  members  of  the  Division,  the  men  leaving  their 
work  for  the  purpose.  For  infectious  cases  the  ambulances  of 
the  Guildford  and  Godaiming  Joint  Hospital  Board  are 
available. 
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(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There  are  six  midwivcs 
practising  in  Godaiming,  of  whom  three  are  affiliated  to  the 
Godaiming  Nursing  and  Child  Welfare  Association.  This 
work  now  falls  within  the  ambit  of  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
from  whom  the  Association  receives  a grant. 

The  following  indicates  the  work  of  the  Nurses  of  this 


Association  during  1943  : — 

Number  of  District  Cases  ...  ...  ...  373 

Number  of  District  Visits  ...  ...  ...  4,(539 

Number  of  Midwifery  Cases  ...  ...  ...  (53 

Number  of  Maternity  Cases  (with  Doctor)  ...  13 

Number  of  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Visits  ...  1,527 

Number  of  Ante-Natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  645 

Number  of  Casual  Visits  ...  ....  ...  617 

Number  of  Factory  Visits  ...  ...  ...  189 


{d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — The  Surrey  County 
Council  Clinics  are  as  follows  : — 

At  Church  Room,  Godalming. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — 

Dental  Clinic  : 3rd  Monday,  2-4  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays,  10-12  noon. 
Child  Welfare  Centre : Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  2-4 

p.m. 

School  Treatment  Centres — 

General  Medical  Clinics  : Every  Friday,  10  a.m. 

General  Eye  Clinics  : 

1st  Thursday,  2 to  4 p.m. 

4th  Thursday,  9.30  a.m. 

Dental  Clinics  : 

Mondays,  10  to  12  noon  and  2 to  4 p.m. 

Tuesdays,  2 to  4 p.m. 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays,  10  a.m.  to  2 p.m. 
Thursdays,  2 p.m. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation:  Every  Friday,  11  to  12  noon 
(for  school  children).  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 
2 to  4 p.m.  (under  5 years). 

At  Milford  Sanatorium. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  : 2nd  and  4th  Fridays,  2-4  p.m. 
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At  49,  Farnham  Road,  Guildford. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  : 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  2 to  4 p.m. 

Fridays,  2 to  4 p.m. 

At  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford. 
Venereal  Disease — 

Males  : Thursdays  and  Fridays,  5-7  p.m. 

Females ; Mondays,  2.30  to  7 p.m.  ; Thursdays,  9.30 
to  1 2 noon. 

(e)  Hospitals. — 

(1)  The  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  at  Guildford  offers 
216  beds  (194  general  and  22  private).  Also  125  Fmergency 
Medical  Service  beds  in  the  Hospital  and  115  in  Merrow 
Grange  Auxiliary  E.M.S.  Hospital. 

General  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  treated  at 
the  above  well-equipped  voluntary  hospital  (199  in  patients  and 
677  out  patients  in  1943  being  Godaiming  residents)  ; and  also 
at  the  Surrey  County  Council  Public  Assistance  Institution, 
Warren  Road,  Guildford,  which  also  takes  maternity  cases. 

The  County  Hospital  will  only  accept  complicated 
maternity  cases  requiring  operation. 

(2)  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. — There  are  three  pri- 
vate homes  in  the  Borough  ; approved  and  supervised  by  the 
County  Council. 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases. — Infectious  Diseases  were  treated 
at  the  Farnham  Isolation  Hospital.  Cases  admitted  during 
1943  are  shown  in  the  Fable  later  on  in  the  Report. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

'The  total  numl^er  of  infectious  diseases  reported  during 
the  year,  including  those  which  are  not  notifiable,  was  almost 
exactly  half  the  number  which  occurred  last  year.  This  is 
explained  by  the  fact  that  in  1942  there  were  epidemics  of 
Mumps  and  Measles  which  together  accounted  for  391  cases, 
and  no  such  epidemics  occurred  in  1943.  Scarlet  Fever  was 
rather  more  prevalent  throughout  the  country  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  and  Godaiming  was  no  exception.  I'he  cases  were, 
however,  mild,  complications  were  few,  and  there  were  no 
deaths. 
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The  following'  Table  shows  the  notifications  received  from 
Head  Teachers  of  Schools  giving  numbers  of  scholars  absent 
from  school  for  various  ailments  (including  contacts)  : — 


Council  C.  of  E. 

Bridge  Rd.  Moss  Lane  Farn- 

Jun.  Mixed  Girls  & Bus-  combe 


Disease. 

Totals. 

Central. 

& Inf’ts. 

Infants. 

bridge.  C. 

ol  E. 

Measles 

. 51 

1 

— 

1 

— 

49 

Scarlet  Fever 

. IG 

— ■ 

— 

10 

1 

6 

Chicken-pox 

. 135 

8 

42 

47 

— 

38 

Mumps 

. 14 

3 

5 

4 

— 

2 

Scabies 

7 

■ 1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Jaundice 

. 18 

12 

3 

1 

— 

2 

Impetigo 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

German  Measles 

() 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Conjunctivitis 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

250 

28 

58 

G6 

1 

97 

Six  cases  of 

Chick 

en-pox. 

eighteen 

of  Measles,  and 

one 

case  each  of  Impetigo  and  Whooping'  Cough  were  notified  by 
the  Matron  of  the  War-time  Day  Nursery  at  The  Wharf. 


Diphtheria. — No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  1943. 
Immunisation  was  carried  out  to  a considerable  extent  during 
the  year,  chiefly  at  the  Surrey  County  Council  Clinic,  Queen 
Street. 


The  following  figures  show  the  total  of  children  immun- 
ised at  31st  December,  1943; — 


Estimated 
Ages.  Population. 

Under  o years  ...  l,0t)2 

5 to  15  years  ...  2,557 


Number 

Immunised. 

G9l 

1,89U 


Percentage 

Immunised. 


()8.9G% 

73.91% 


These  figures  show  a commendable  increase  since  the 
previous  year,  especially  in  children  under  5 years.  It  will  be 
noted  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  (>9  per  cent,  ol  the  latter  had 
been  treated,  an  increase  of  Ifi  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
1942, 


The  campaign  will  be  continued  on  as  large  a scale  as 
possible,  but  it  is  of  course  easier  to  make  contact  with  parents 
of  school  children,  as  not  all  toddlers  attend  the  Child  Wel- 
fare Clinics. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  year  1943. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

27 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

8 

1 

— 

Whooping'  Cough  ... 

5 

— 

— 

Measles 

42 

4 

— 

83 

32 

Nil 

Tuberculosis. — rwenly  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during'  1943,  six  of  which  were  transfers  into  (fodal- 
ming-.  Of  these,  two  were  males  and  four  females. 

Six  deaths  occurred  in  1943,  as  against  eight  in  1942. 
These  were  four  males  and  two  females — all  pulmonary. 

Eight  cases  left  the  district  during  the  year,  and  one  was 
removed  from  the  Registers  as  recovered. 

4'he  following  Table  shows  the  position  lor  1943: — 


Tuberculosis:  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1943. 


Age 

Periods. 

1-.5 

.j-lO 

lO-l.O 

1.3- 20 
20-2.3 

2.3- 35 

3.3- 45 

4.3- 55 

5. 3- 1)  5 

05  and  over 


NEW  CASES 


DEATHS 


r 

" N 

Non- 

f 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

1 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

2 

1 

— 1 

— 

■ , 

2 

2 

0 

■ ■ ■■ 

1 2 

2 

1 

1 

I 

2 — 

1 — 

— — 

9 

10 

— 1 

4 2 

At  the  end  of  1943  there  were  112  cases  on  the  Registers. 
These  were  as  follows  ; — ■ 


Origin. 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulm 

M. 

onary. 

F. 

Total. 

Local 

33 

3() 

13 

W 

97 

Transfers  into 
Godaiming 

11 

4 

— 

— 

15 

44 

40 

13 

15 

112 

It  is  satisfactory  that  the  number  of  cases  remains 
approximately  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  twenty  new  cases  were  notified.  It  is  important  to 
note  that  although  the  number  of  oew  patients  throughout  the 
country  has  been  greater  than  before  the  War,  one  factor  in 
this  increase  must  be  the  early  diagnosis  of  slight  lesions, 
which  has  been  achieved  partly  by  increased  facilities  for 
supervision  by  Tuberculosis  Officers,  and  partly  by  the  Intro- 
duction of  mass  miniature  radiography. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area* 

Water  Supply. — A new  well.  No.  8,  at  Borough  Road 
Pumping  Station  was  completed  and  brought  into  use  in 
.March  1943. 

No  extension  of  main  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

No  form  of  contamination  has  been  experienced,  and  the 
supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quantity  and 
quality. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken 
quarterly  within  the  water  supply  area  from  premises  which 
are  supplied  with  water  from  the  various  Service  reservoirs, 
riiese  arc  in  addition  to  the  quarterly  samples  taken  by  the 
Health  Department.  'Fhe  two  adjoining  Rural  Authorities 
take  samples  from  the  piped  supplies  in  their  areas. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  new  soil  or  surface  water 
sewers  or  extensions  to  existing  sewers  were  made  during  the 
year.  At  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works,  sludge  is  removed  fre- 
quently and  promptly  by  farmers  and  others  for  fertilising 
land. 

In  company  with  the  Borough  Surveyor  I have  carried 
out  a careful  inspection  of  the  Sewage  Works.  1 he  facilities 
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for  dealing'  with  the  sewage  appear  to  be  working  at  their 
maximum  capacity,  and  I do  not  consider  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  deal  with  any  increase  in  the  flow.  I would  strongly 
recommend  that  two  additional  percolating-  filters  should  be 
provided  in  order  to  ensure  that  there  is  a reasonable  margin 
of  safety. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  made  arrangements  for  pro- 
tection of  public  water  supplies  in  event  of  damage  to  sewers 
through  enemy  action,  by  emergency  measures  to  be  taken 
by  the  Institutions  in  the  Borough  to  revert  to  their  original 
systems  of  disposal  on  improved  lines. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  pollution  of  river  or  streams 
was  detected  during  the  year,  and  no  complaints  received  in 
respect  to  sewage  effluent  at  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works  at 
Unstead. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  figures  of  cesspools,  and 
pail  closets  remaining  in  the  Borough,  remain  the  same  as 
given  in  the  1941  Report. 

Public  Cleansing. — House  and  trade  refuse  is  collected 
by  the  Council : weekly  in  the  built-up  areas  and  fortnightly 
in  the  remainder  of  the  Borough.  The  amount  of  bona-fide 
refuse  collected  was  considerably  reduced  as  salvage  activities 
were  maintained.  The  Council’s  record  for  salvaging  all  kinds 
of  salvageable  articles  and  materials  again  was  a good  one, 
and  the  public  responded  well  to  the  continued  call  for  these 
materials. 

Controlled  tipping  of  refuse  was  made  at  the  Catteshall 
site,  and  gulley  emptying  and  street  cleansing  was  carried  out 
as  efficiently  as  possible  considering  the  reduction  in  staff  and 
restriction  on  use  of  petrol  for  all  except  essential  services. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT- 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Summary  of  Routine  and  other  Inspection  Work  carried  out. 

ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Housing-  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  (under  Public 

Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  226 

Nuisances,  Complaints,  Advisory  Visits,  etc.  ...  ...  474 

Inspections  of — 

Drainage  to  Houses,  including  Tests  ...  ...  147 

Slaughterhouses  aud  Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  11 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  330 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milk-shops  and  Milk-stores  ...  89 

Factories,  Work-places  and  Outworkers’  Premises  134 
Food-shops  and  places  where  Food  is  Stored  and 

Prepared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  328 

Foodstuffs  for  Condemnation  ...  ...  ...  74 

Sampling  of — 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Milk  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Provision  of  Dustbins,  Salvaging  of  Materials,  etc.  ...  47 

Rat-infested  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Public  and  Private  Conveniences...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Council’s  Hostels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Investigations  under — 

Shops  and  Young  Persons  Employment  Acts  ...  24 

Petroleum  and  Carbide  Acts  ...  ...  ...  6 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications  and  Prevention 

Acts  (including  Disinfections)...  ...  ...  67 

Part  IV.  Housing  Act,  1936  (Overcrowding)  ...  35 

Duties  as  Deputy  Post-Raid  Salvage  Officer  and 

Food  Decontamination  Officer  ...  ...  ...  22 


Total  Inspections  ...  ...  2,296 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  6 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  248 


Total  Notices  served  ...  ...  254 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  231 


Work  in  hand  23 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

(Information  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State.) 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  OTHER 
PREMISES  UNDER  THE  ACT. 


Premises. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

F'actories  without  mechanical  power... 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  (includ- 
ing works  of  building  and  engin- 
eering construction  but  not  includ- 
ing outworkers’  premises) 


Inspec- 

tions. 

44 

76 


123 


Number  of 

Written 

Occup. 

Notices. 

Pros. 

2 

Nil 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

as  Factories.) 

13 

Nil 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars. 

Found.  R’died. 

Ref’d 
to  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

No.  of  defects 
in  respect  of 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)., 

,.  12 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 
Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

*Other  offences 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

(*Not  including  offences  relating  to  Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac- 
tories and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted 
in  the  Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937.) 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 


These  were  inspected  where  occasion  arose.  No  contra- 
vention or  defects  were  found  calling  for  statutory  action. 
Several  matters  requiring  attention  were  dealt  with  by  the 
occupiers  on  receipt  of  informal  Notice. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  and  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  for  nuisance. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Two  cases,  one  Council  house  and  one  privately  owned 
cottage,  needed  treatment  during  the  year.  A liquid  insecticide 
was  used  and  no  recurrence  of  the  trouble  arose. 

SCHOOLS. 

Routine  inspection  of  these  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council  School  Medical  Officers,  and  it  is  presumed  the  sani- 
tary conditions  and  water  supply  to  the  premises  are  satisfac- 
tory. The  occurrence  of  statutory  nuisances  on  these  premises 
is  the  only  concern  of  the  Town  Council’s  Officers,  and  no 
complaint  was  made  during  the  year. 

Questions  of  the  health  of  scholars,  prevention  of  spread 
of  infectious  disease,  and  closure  of  and  exclusion  of  scholars 
from  schools  are  also  matters  for  the  County  Council’s 
Medical  Staff. 

Notifications  of  the  absence  of  scholars  due  to  their  having 
contracted,  or  been  in  contact  with,  notifiable  infectious 
diseases,  are  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the 
Head  Teachers. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be 
controlled  by  Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Eight  of  these  remain  in  the  Borough.  All  are  closed,  as 
slaughtering  for  Godaiming  is  done  at  Guildford  under  the 
Government’s  centralised  slaughtering  scheme.  All  hold  a 
temporary  annual  licence  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
.A.ct,  1938.  As  there  was  no  opportunity  at  the  outbreak  of 
war  to  thoroughly  investigate  and  consider  the  suitability  of 
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these  slaughterhouses  for  regular  licensing,  a proviso  is 
attached  to  each  licence  to  the  effect  that  any  future  require- 
ments of  the  Council  shall  not  be  prejudiced  by  the  issue  of 
such  annual  licence. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  one  Tannery  remaining  in  the  'Borough  was 
generally  well-conducted  under  the  Byelaws  during  the  year, 
and  no  complaints  were  received  or  nuisances  detected  during 
inspections. 

Trade  refuse  is  removed  regularly  in  covered  vans,  and 
disposed  of  on  land  well  away  from  any  dwellings  or  other 
buildings,  so  that  no  nuisance  is  caused  thereby. 


Housing. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  194.3. 

As  regards  existing  housing  : apart  from  inspections  made 
in  response  to  complaints  received,  no  routine  house-to-house 
inspections  were  possible  owing  to  other  work  necessitated  by 
war  conditions.  Requirements  embodied  in  Notices  served 
were  necessarily  restricted  to  essential  items  of  repair,  such  as 
roofing,  dampness,  drainage,  and  nuisances  requiring  early 
abatement. 

No  further  closure  of  houses  could  be  made.  One  old 
cottage,  closed  as  unfit  prior  to  1939,  continued  to  be  occupied 
by  an  evacuee  family  under  Licence  permitted  by  the  Defence 
Regulations,  1939. 

Nine  other  cottages  remain  closed,  formally  and 
informally. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1943. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year — 

1.  By  the  Town  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


81 

Sf) 
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2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling- houses  (included  under  sub- 

head 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  63 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  6 
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C.  — Proceeding's  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936— 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

A.  — 1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  13 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  68 

B.  — 1.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

C.  — 1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  47 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply  . — At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  five 
Producers  and  three  Retailers  on  the  Registers. 

Graded  milk  licences  in  force  are  as  follows  : — 

Dealers’  Licences — Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  3 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  3 
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All  three  dairy  farms  are  producing  “Accredited”  milk 
under  licence  from  the  Surrey  County  Council. 

Reports  on  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  were 
generally  satisfactory. 

Routine  inspections  of  farms,  shops,  plants,  etc.,  called 
for  no  special  action  or  comment,  the  Regulations  in  regard  to 
cleanliness,  etc.,  being  generally  well  observed. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. — All  slaughtering  for  Godaiming 
is  still  done  at  Guildford,  so  that  inspection  of  meat  in  cold 
stores  and  shops  is  all  that  is  possible. 

The  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations  appeared  to  be 
generally  well  observed,  and  little  fault  could  be  found  with 
local  traders’  methods. 

A considerable  quantity  of  foodstuffs  of  all  descriptions 
had  unfortunately  to  be  condemned  during  the  year  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption.  This  was  largely  tinned  food,  and 
reasons  for  condemnation  were  varied.  Some  were  “blown” 
or  “springy”;  othess  punctured  and  leaking,  due  to  rusting- 
through,  or  nails  having  been  driven  through  during  packing- 
operations.  Contents  of  others  had  decomposed  due  to  faulty 
“processing,”  “tinning,”  or  “sealing.”  As  much  as  possible 
was  saved  for  other  uses  compatible  with  safety. 

The  goods  included  134  tins  and  302^  lbs.  Meat;  179  tins 
and  70  lbs.  Fish;  4 dozen  Fishcakes;  91  lbs.  Bacon;  76  tins 
Vegetables;  10  tins  Soup;  114  tins  and  25  lbs.  Fruit;  17 
tins  Jam  and  Pastes;  4 tins  Dried  and  167  tins  Evaporated 
Milk;  44  lbs.  Tea;  27  lbs.  Margarine;  4 lbs.  Butter;  46f 
lbs.  Cheese ; and  933  Eggs.  Also  65  packets  Chocolate 
Semolina. 

The  usual  routine  inspections  of  butchers’  and  fish- 
mongers’ premises,  restaurant  kitchens,  cooked  meat  shops 
and  bakeries  were  carried  out.  Very  little  fault  could  be 
found.  Notices  to  limewash  walls,  etc.,  and  otherwise  remedy 
defects  were  complied  with. 

Trade  refuse  and  salvage  is  removed  from  traders’  pre- 
mises weekly  by  the  Council,  and  traders  generally  co-operate 
very  well  in  this  work. 
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Adulteration  and  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  Food. 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  administered  within 
the  Borough  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  whose  Inspectors 
carry  out  the  necessary  sampling  and  analyses.  The  Report 
upon  the  work  carried  out  in  Godaiming  during  1943,  as 
received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  as 
follows  : — 

Thirty-seven  samples  in  all  were  taken — 21  formal  and  16 
informal ; no  adulterations  were  found.  Two  prosecutions 
were  made  in  respect  of  samples  of  Wine  and  Lime  Juice  Cor- 
dial taken  in  1942,  and  convictions  resulted. 

The  thirty-seven  samples  taken  in  1943  comprised:  For- 
mal— 'Milk,  twenty-one.  Informal — Sausages  and  Sausage 
Meat,  six  ; Dessicated  Soups,  two  ; Saccharin  Tablets,  one  ; 
Caramels,  one;  Fruit  Drops,  one;  Chocolate  Pudding  Mix- 
ture, one  ; Bun  Flour,  two  ; Colouring,  two. 


